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Skill Builders: Speaking – Holidays 
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HOLIDAYS                 
 
Discuss or debate the questions below. Remember to support your answers! 
 

 Do you have a preference for any particular holiday or holiday season? Please explain. 

 Is there a holiday that you dislike? How about loathe? Please explain. 

 Are there any unique holidays celebrated in your country but not elsewhere? If yes, 
please describe the holiday. 

 Are holidays important? What if there were no holidays at all? Please explain. 

 

 

 What is a hallmark holiday? Check a dictionary, explain and provide some examples. 

 What is a secular holiday? Check a dictionary, explain and provide some examples. 

 What is a religious holiday? Check a dictionary, explain and provide some examples. 

 Holidays change and evolve over long periods of time. What holidays have lost their 
original intent and purpose? Is this good or bad? Please explain. 

 Here are a few well-known holidays: 1) New Year's Eve, 2) Valentine's Day, and 3) 
Easter. What do people typically do on these days? How about you? 

 Here are a few holidays which aren't so well known: 1) Earth Day, 2) Groundhog Day, 
and 3) Teacher Appreciation Day. Have you heard of these? What do people typically 
do on these days? How about you? 

 

 
 Are there any holidays that are dying out? If yes, which ones? 

 Are there any holidays that have appeared not so long ago and which are also gaining 
popularity? If yes, which ones? 

 Would you consider your birthday a holiday? If yes, why? If no, then why do some 
holidays celebrate a person's birth? 

 Is there any difference between a vacation, a holiday, and a day off from work? 

 

 

 You have the opportunity to create a major holiday which will be celebrated all over the 
world. What season is it in? What does it celebrate? 

 You have the opportunity to do away with a currently existing holiday. What holiday 
would you get rid of? Why? 

 You have the opportunity to make major changes to any existing 
holiday. What holiday would you change? Why? 

 What do you think about holidays associated with war or 
revolution? Please explain. 

 What do you think about holidays associated with family, love, and 
relationships? Please explain. 

 Depression and suicides increase with certain holidays during the 
year. Why do you think this happens? What steps could be taken 
to prevent such tragedies?  


