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INSTRUCTIONS  

Step 1: Read through the dialogue and understand the conversation. 

Step 2: Circle all of the adverbs in the conversation. 

Step 3: Check your answers with a partner. Do you have the same answers? 

Step 4: Now practice the conversation with a partner. 

 

DIALOGUE  

A: I absolutely hate my life. My job is killing me! 

 

B: What's so terrible about it? 

 

A: I work overtime every day. Because I come home late, I briefly see my kids before they  

 go to bed. I can hardly remember the last time I took a vacation or did something fun! 
 

B: No one ever said life was easy. 

 

A: I can deal with a little hardship. That's not the problem. I just thought life would have 

more opportunities for me, and I wouldn't face the same sort of worries my parents had. 
 

B: If it makes you feel better, I always used to feel like you too. My old boss once said that  

 his 20s were fun, his 30s were terrible, and his 40s were fantastic. He constantly worried  

 about money and the future during his 30s. He had trouble making ends meet. 
 

A: Was he right? 

 

B: More or less, I suppose. My 30s were stressful with more and more work responsibilities. 

 But my 40s have had fewer worries. I don't have to carefully plan the business side of my 

 life to find time for my wife and kids. I have more money too. 
 

A: So I have to wait patiently for another six years? 

 

B: It would seem so!  
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ANSWERS  

A: I absolutely hate my life. My job is killing me! 

 

B: What's so terrible about it? 

 

A: I work overtime every day. Because I come home late, I briefly see my kids before they  

 go to bed. I can hardly remember the last time I took a vacation or did something fun! 
 

B: No one ever said life was easy. 

 

A: I can deal with a little hardship. That's not the problem. I just thought life would have 

more opportunities for me, and I wouldn't face the same worries that my parents had. 
 

B: If it makes you feel better, I always used to feel like you too. My old boss once said that  

 his 20s were fun, his 30s were terrible, and his 40s were fantastic. He constantly worried  

 about money and the future during his 30s. He had trouble making ends meet. 
 

A: Was he right? 

 

B: More or less, I suppose. My 30s were stressful with more and more work responsibilities. 

 But my 40s have had fewer worries. I don't have to carefully plan the business side of my 

 life to find time for my wife and kids. I have more money too. 
 

A: So I have to wait patiently for another six years? 

 

B: It would seem so!  
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EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Instructions: Now imagine that these people meet again ten years later. Is work easier, the  

 same, or more difficult? Is his life better or worse? Write a dialogue with a  

 partner and use as many adverbs as possible. 

 

A: I haven't seen you for a long time. How's everything going?  

 

B:  
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