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the ARTICLE (for teachers)          
 

All Things Remembered 

Imagine you could remember every action and event in your life. For example, you could 

remember that on June 15th, 1992, you ate a hamburger with extra cheese and onions for 

dinner, and you also watched a rerun on TV. For Brad Williams, this is a fact of life, as he 

can remember everything with perfect clarity. 

 

There have been some other people with similar abilities. However, they could only 

remember numbers, or maybe remember poems and parts of books. Brad Williams is 

different because he remembers information directly from his past. 

 

"I've always been this way," he said. In fact, as a child, he thought everyone had the same 

ability. One expert believes Williams may have one of the best memories in the world. The 

doctor is studying Williams because he wants to understand how memory works. 

 

Another woman with the same skill has also joined the research. She calls her perfect 

memory a terrible problem, though. All of the memories are exhausting. 

 

Both Williams and the woman remember interesting information. As a result, some 

researchers think numerous other people might have perfect memories. More importantly, 

other people will be able to develop perfect memories too. 

 

 

 

Teacher's Notes: 

 

* Underlined words in red typeface are the recommended vocabulary for this lesson.
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WARM-UPS              

Select one or all of the following warm-up activities. 
 

1: Define: What does "photographic memory" mean? Can you use it in a sentence? Can 

you give examples? 

 

2: Brainstorm: Brainstorm with a partner words and ideas for "memory" for two minutes. 

Next, talk about the words and ideas for five minutes. 

 

3: Title: Today's article is: "All Things Remembered." What will you read about? 

 

4: Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

a. I have an excellent memory. 

b. I would want to remember every detail of my life. 

c. Names, dates, and details are always very important to remember. 

d. The brain and how it works will never be completely understood. 

e. Someday everyone will be able to perfectly remember all kinds of information. 
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VOCABULARY                
Select one of the following vocabulary acquisition activities. 
 

1: Vocabulary match: Individually or in pairs/groups, match the words in column A (from 

the article) with the best choice in column B. 

a. rerun u. clearness 

b. clarity v. many 

c. similar w. tire 

d. ability x. same 

e. exhaust y. repeat 

f. numerous z. skill 

 

2: Fill in the Blanks: Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

clarity similar numerous 

exhausting rerun ability 

a. You also watched a (                              ) on TV. 

b. He can remember everything with perfect (                              ). 

c. There have been some other people with (                              ) abilities. 

d. He thought everyone had the same (                              ). 

e. All of the memories are (                              ). 

f. some researchers think (                              ) people might have perfect memories. 

 

3: Define: Look in your dictionary for each word. Write the definition, correctly pronounce 

the word, and give an example sentence to the class. 

a. rerun: 

b. clarity: 

c. similar: 

d. ability: 

e. exhaust: 

f. numerous: 
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WORD RECOGNITION              
These activities are optional. They reinforce vocabulary and increase reading speed. 
 

1: Word Search: Find only the target words (in bold). Time yourself, and see how long it 

takes to find all the words. 

clarity similar numerous 

exhausting rerun ability 

 
E N K Y E R V T K U B U J Y N 
Y X W E X H A U S T I N G T U 
V B H A B I L I T Y Q T S I M 
A C M U N C Q S L K U P C R B 
W V N J A Y A N X I R W B A E 
H Q D S A S U K A A M V T L R 
P U X T A M T M L Y H I Q C O 
Y B A O E H V I H H Q N S H U 
R H D R X V M S N W A Y K U S 
H E O G H I X A Y G Q S A T D 
Z U R K S Y T I R A E L C H P 
S O W U R N S W J J N O F M P 
K T A A N M U F N V J Z B B Q 
P H H H T U H D U A V Z F A H 
P O V S C F R S M X C C P B J 

 
 

2: Target Word Pool: Find only the target words (in bold) with their exact match. Time 

yourself, and see how long it takes to find all the words. 

clarity similar numerous 

exhausting rerun ability 

 

clarity 

clearly 

unclear 

clarion 

clear 

exhausting 

exhausted 

exhaust 

exhaustedly 

examine 

similar 

similarly 

similarities 

dissimilar 

similarity 

rerun 

reruns 

running 

repeat 

ran 

numerous 

numbers 
numerously 

number 

numerator 
able 

abilities 

disability 

disable 

ability 
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pre- or post-COMPREHENSION          
Select one or more activity to direct students before the article is read, or to check 

understanding after the article is read. 
 

1: Brainstorm Questions: Brainstorm questions that you would like to ask about today's 

topic. Answer a partner the questions. He shouldn't look at the article when he answers. 

 

2: True or False?: Guess (before the article) or answer (after the article) if the sentence is 

true or false. If false, correct the sentence. 

a. Brad Williams can remember every detail of his life. T /F

b. Brad Williams remembers only useless information, like random numbers. T /F

c. Experts think that Williams has the best memory in the world. T /F

d. He thinks his ability is a big problem. T/F

e. According to the article, everyone may one day possess the same ability. T /F

 

3: Questions: Answer the questions to check comprehension. 

a. What is Brad Williams's ability? 

b. How is his ability different than other examples of memory? 

c. What did he think about his ability when he was a child? 

d. How does the woman with a similar skill feel? 

e. What do some researchers believe about the ability? 

 

4: Fragments: Remember how the fragments were used, and complete the sentence. 

a. Imagine you could remember every... 

b. Brad Williams is different because he... 

c. One expert believes Williams may have... 

d. Another woman with the same... 
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post-COMPREHENSION             
Select one or more activity to discuss the contents of the article. 
 

1: Vocabulary: Circle any other unknown words/phrases in the article. In pairs/groups, use 

your dictionaries to understand these words. Write an example sentence for each one. 

 

2: Class Questions: Read through the article once more, and write down any questions 

that you would like to talk about in pairs/groups or as a class. Answer the questions. 

 

3: Summarize: Work with a partner to summarize the article in your own words. 

 

4: Discuss: Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Remember to support your 

answers and ask more questions with your partner. 

a. Did you like this article? Why/not? 

b. How good is your memory? 

c. Would you want to have a better memory? Why/not? 

d. Would you want to have the same ability as Brad Williams? Why/not? 

e. What is your clearest memory from at least ten years ago? Please explain. 

f. How likely is it that everyone will be the same as Brad Williams one day? 

 

5: Discuss: After extensive research, a drug has been developed that will give people the 

same ability as Brad Williams. First write down some positive points, and then write down 

some negative points. Choose a positive (for or against the drug) and debate with a partner. 

positive points: negative points: 

 

6: Google Search: Type "memory" into Google news and read additional articles on this 

topic. Discuss or write an essay about your findings.
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STUDENT HANDOUT (the article)       
 

All Things Remembered 

Imagine you could remember every action and event in your life. For example, you could 

remember that on June 15th, 1992, you ate a hamburger with extra cheese and onions for 

dinner, and you also watched a rerun on TV. For Brad Williams, this is a fact of life, as he 

can remember everything with perfect clarity. 

 

There have been some other people with similar abilities. However, they could only 

remember numbers, or maybe remember poems and parts of books. Brad Williams is 

different because he remembers information directly from his past. 

 

"I've always been this way," he said. In fact, as a child, he thought everyone had the same 

ability. One expert believes Williams may have one of the best memories in the world. The 

doctor is studying Williams because he wants to understand how memory works. 

 

Another woman with the same skill has also joined the research. She calls her perfect 

memory a terrible problem, though. All of the memories are exhausting. 

 

Both Williams and the woman remember interesting information. As a result, some 

researchers think numerous other people might have perfect memories. More importantly, 

other people will be able to develop perfect memories too. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (fill in the blank)          
Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

research exhausting numerous information clarity 

similar rerun result ability event 

All Things Remembered 

Imagine you could remember every action and (a. _______________) in your life. For 

example, you could remember that on June 15th, 1992, you ate a hamburger with extra 

cheese and onions for dinner, and you also watched a (b. _______________) on TV. 

For Brad Williams, this is a fact of life, as he can remember everything with perfect 

(c. _______________). 

 

There have been some other people with (d. _______________) abilities. However, 

they could only remember numbers, or maybe remember poems and parts of books. 

Brad Williams is different because he remembers (e. _______________) directly from 

his past. 

 

"I've always been this way," he said. In fact, as a child, he thought everyone had the 

same (f. _______________). One expert believes Williams may have one of the best 

memories in the world. The doctor is studying Williams because he wants to understand 

how memory works. 

 

Another woman with the same skill has also joined the (g. _______________). She 

calls her perfect memory a terrible problem, though. All of the memories are 

(h. _______________). 

 

Both Williams and the woman remember interesting information. As a 

(i. _______________), some researchers think (j. _______________) other people 

might have perfect memories. More importantly, other people will be able to develop 

perfect memories too. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (extended listening)          
Listen and fill in the missing sentences. Compare your answers with a partner, and 

then listen once more. 
 

All Things Remembered 

Imagine you could remember every action and event in your life. For example, you could 

remember that on June 15th, 1992, you ate a hamburger with extra cheese and onions for 

dinner, and you also watched a rerun on TV. For Brad Williams, this is a fact of life,  

a) _______________________________________________________. 

 

There have been some other people with similar abilities. However, b) _________________ 

______________________________________, or maybe remember poems and parts of 

books. Brad Williams is different because he remembers information directly from his past. 

 

"I've always been this way," he said. In fact, as a child, he thought everyone had the same 

ability. One expert believes Williams may have one of the best memories in the world. The 

doctor is studying Williams because he wants to understand how memory works. 

 

Another woman with the same skill has also joined the research. She calls her perfect 

memory a terrible problem, though. All of the memories are exhausting. 

 

Both Williams and the woman remember interesting information. As a result,  

c) _______________________________________________________. More importantly, 

other people will be able to develop perfect memories too. 

 

 

 

Sentence #1: 

Sentence #2: 

Sentence #3: 
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ANSWERS                 
 

Vocabulary 

1: Vocabulary Match: 2: Fill in the Blanks: 

a. rerun 

b. clarity 

c. similar 

d. ability 

e. exhausting 

f. numerous 

 

pre- or post-Comprehension 

1. True or False: 2. Fragments: 

 

 

Student Handout 

1: Fill in the Blanks: 

a. event f. ability 

b. rerun g. research 

c. clarity h. exhausting 

d. similar i. result 

e. information j. numerous 

 

2: Extended Listening: 

a. as he can remember everything with perfect clarity 

b. they could only remember numbers 

c. some researchers think numerous other people might have perfect memories 

 

a. y 

b. u 

c. x 

d. z 

e. w 

f. v 

a. T 

b. F 

c. F 

d. F 

e. T 

a. action and event in your life. 

b. remembers information directly from his past. 

c. one of the best memories in the world. 

d. skill has also joined the research. 


