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Mini Lessons: Feng Shui 
Upper-Intermediate 
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www.headsupenglish.com 

the ARTICLE              

Read the article. 
 
Feng shui is an ancient Chinese custom. It claims a connection between heaven and earth, 
both of which directly influence a person's positive energy. Masters of the feng shui believe 
that the energy affects prosperity, particularly health, wealth, and personal relationships. It 
also determines favorable places for homes, burial sites, agriculture, and so on. It's now 
spread outside China, and it's often used to decide the best arrangement for furniture in 
homes. Feng shui even affects building design. 
 
Many structures in Asia have had large amounts of money spent in order to tap into the 
energy. For example, during the construction of a skyscraper that looked like a giant candle, 
a pool was placed on the roof because water puts out fire. Another building was redesigned 
with a large square hole in the middle, which would then follow the rules of Feng Shui. The 
Singapore Flyer, which is a Ferris wheel, rotates clockwise to bring good fortune. 

 

WARM UP            

Do you agree or disagree? Discuss the statements for two or three minutes. 
 
1: Fate, karma, and luck are all real. 
 
2: Everything has positive and negative energy, from people to buildings to furniture. 

 

VOCABULARY           

Check the new vocabulary in a dictionary. Then match the words. 
 

1: influence   verb   success 

2: prosperity   noun   building 

3: tap into   verb   affect 

4: construction   noun   access 

 

DISCUSS             

Discuss these questions with a partner. Remember to support your answers. 
 
1: Do you believe in feng shui? Why/not? 
 
2: Do you think there might be a scientific reason for feng shui? Please explain. 
 
3: If you were the head of a business, would you redesign your building for feng shui? 


