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the ARTICLE (for teachers)          
 

Moon History Erased! 
How important do you consider history? Are some events more important than others? How would you rate 
Apollo 11, which landed on the Moon on July 20, 1969? Forty years ago, Neil Armstrong stepped from the lunar 
module and declared, "This is one small step for man, one giant leap
 

 for mankind." 

Apparently someone at NASA didn't think that the moment was especially important because the original 
video footage of the live transmission wasn't saved. Officials at the space agency discovered that the tapes had 
been erased and reused for other missions in the 1970s and 1980s. They realized this about three years ago. It 
was an embarrassing and startling realization. How could such a momentous event in history be lost to the 
world? So many other artifacts were saved, why not the film? Many scientists and historians

 

 were surprised by 
the news, even when four copies were finally found around the world. 

Hollywood has come to the rescue. The four copies had badly deteriorated over the years, so the film appeared 
even fuzzier and grainier than the original transmissions. Although not yet finished, the shots of Armstrong, 
Aldrin, and the other men will be cleaned and sharpened. Nothing will be created during the process, because 
historical accuracy
 

 is important. 

Only 40% of the work has been completed. The project should take months. However, NASA has 
proudly displayed some of the scenes, just in time for the 40th anniversary of the historical
 

 occasion. 

 
 
 

Teacher's Notes: 

 
* Underlined words in red typeface are the answers.
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the Article (for students)            
Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

especially accuracy momentous historians fuzzier 
displayed startling rescue leap erased 
appeared lunar historical deteriorated footage 
Moon History Erased! 
How important do you consider history? Are some events more important than others? How would you rate 
Apollo 11, which landed on the Moon on July 20, 1969? Forty years ago, Neil Armstrong stepped from the 
(a. _______________) module and declared, "This is one small step for man, one giant 
(b. _______________) for mankind." 
 
Apparently someone at NASA didn't think that the moment was (c. _______________) important because 
the original video (d. _______________) of the live transmission wasn't saved. Officials at the space 
agency discovered that the tapes had been (e. _______________) and reused for other missions in the 
1970s and 1980s. They realized this about three years ago. It was an embarrassing and 
(f. _______________) realization. How could such a (g. _______________) event in history be lost to the 
world? So many other artifacts were saved, why not the film? Many scientists and (h. _______________) 
were surprised by the news, even when four copies were finally found around the world. 
 
Hollywood has come to the (i. _______________). The four copies had badly (j. _______________) over 
the years, so the film (k. _______________) even (l. _______________) and grainier than the original 
transmissions. Although not yet finished, the shots of Armstrong, Aldrin, and the other men will be cleaned 
and sharpened. Nothing will be created during the process, because historical (m. _______________) is 
important. 
 
Only 40% of the work has been completed. The project should take months. However, NASA has proudly 
(n. _______________) some of the scenes, just in time for the 40th anniversary of the 
(o. _______________) occasion. 
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STEP ONE            
Brainstorm: Brainstorm with a partner(s) words and ideas associated with "history" for 2 minutes. Spend 
another 5 minutes or less discussing the words and ideas together. 
 

STEP TWO            
Vocabulary match: Individually or in pairs/groups, match the words in column A (from the article) with the best 
choice in column B. Use a dictionary for any words you don't know, but check your English-English dictionary. 

a. lunar q. jump 
b. leap r. look 
c. especially s. surprise 
d. footage t. very 
e. startle u. important 
f. momentous v. worsen 
g. deteriorate w. moon 
h. appear x. correct 
i. fuzzy y. unclear 
j. accurate z. film 

 

STEP THREE            
Fill in the Blanks: Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

deteriorated especially leap appeared fuzzier 
lunar accuracy startling momentous footage 
a. Forty years ago, Neil Armstrong stepped from the (                         ) module. 
b. Armstrong declared, "This is one small step for man, one giant (                         ) for mankind." 
c. Apparently someone at NASA didn't think that the moment was (                         ) important. 
d. The original video (                         ) of the live transmission wasn't saved. 
e. It was an embarrassing and (                         ) realization. 
f. How could such a (                         ) event in history be lost to the world? 
g. The four copies had badly (                         ) over the years. 
h. The film (                         ) even grainier than the original transmissions. 
i. The film was even (                         ) too. 
j. Nothing will be created during the process, because historical (                         ) is important. 
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STEP FOUR            
The Article: 1) Read the article, but don't worry about the missing words. 2) Fill in the blanks with today's 
vocabulary, followed by all the other words. 3) Read the article again, and circle any unknown words/phrases. In 
pairs/groups, use your dictionaries to understand the words or phrases your circled. 4) Answer the questions to 
check your comprehension. 

a. What did Neil Armstrong say? 
b. What happened at NASA with the original footage? 
c. Why did it happen? 
d. What will Hollywood do? 
e. How much of the project has been completed? 

 

STEP FIVE            
Discuss: Write down five vocabulary words from today's article that you want to use. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  

e.  

 

Now talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Every time you use a vocabulary word, place a check 
next to it. Try to use today's vocabulary as much as possible. 

a. What was your general impression after reading this article? 
b. What do you think about history? Is it important or a waste of time? Why? 
c. How important are the missions to the Moon? Why do you think so? 
d. Which is more important, the past or the future? Is there any connection between the two? 

 

Score yourself: 
10 or more times:  Fantastic!  Be sure to review the words at home. 
6-9 times:  Pretty good! You're on your way to acquiring today's vocabulary. Try writing your own 
 sentences at home for additional practice. 
5 or less times:  Try harder next time! To acquire new vocabulary, you need to use the new words as much 
 as possible. 
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