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the ARTICLE (for teachers)          
 

Social Hermits 
Do social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter encourage social interaction? Or do these sites 
encourage people to become loners? The sites - and there are dozens and dozens of them - have now caught 
on with working professionals. In fact, people who are over twenty-five are the largest growing demographic of 
users. People continue to become busier, with demands at work and at home requiring immediate attention. 
There simply isn't enough time in the day to meet with friends. Social networking sites allow people to stay in 
contact, and without scheduling face time. 
 
But there are other reasons than just time management. Social networking sites allow users to keep in contact 
with "proximity friends." These are people who are or were physically but not personally close, such as ex-
classmates, ex-colleagues, parents of the children your kids play with in the neighborhood, and friends of 
friends. We may send these people holiday and birthday cards, call with congratulations of a wedding or a 
newborn, or express condolences of a death in the family. Face to face contact, however, is largely nonexistent. 
 
There is then the feeling of contact.  As a result, many view the networking sites as a tool that improves 
communication. The contact may be superficial and achieved through emails and instant messages, yet many 
people now know more small details about one another. As long as the personal pages are regularly updated, 
it's easy to share photos or hear about kids, achievements, and other important news. 
 
People "talk" with one another more frequently, but they rarely meet in person. Social networking sites beg the 
following question then: Are people becoming social hermits? 
 
 
 

Teacher's Notes: 

 
* Underlined words in red typeface are the answers.
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the Article (for students)            
Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

management superficial newborn neighborhood immediate 
updated condolences achievements interaction nonexistent 
proximity loners contact beg demographic 
Social Hermits 
Do social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter encourage social (a. _______________)? 
Or do these sites encourage people to become (b. _______________)? The sites - and there are dozens 
and dozens of them - have now caught on with working professionals. In fact, people who are over twenty-
five are the largest growing (c. _______________) of users. People continue to become busier, with 
demands at work and at home requiring (d. _______________) attention. There simply isn't enough time in 
the day to meet with friends. Social networking sites allow people to stay in (e. _______________), and 
without scheduling face time. 
 
But there are other reasons than just time (f. _______________). Social networking sites allow users to 
keep in contact with "(g. _______________) friends." These are people who are or were physically but not 
personally close, such as ex-classmates, ex-colleagues, parents of the children your kids play with in the 
(h. _______________), and friends of friends. We may send these people holiday and birthday cards, call 
with congratulations of a wedding or a (i. _______________), or express (j. _______________) of a death 
in the family. Face to face contact, however, is largely (k. _______________). 
 
There is then the feeling of contact.  As a result, many view the networking sites as a tool that improves 
communication. The contact may be (l. _______________) and achieved through emails and instant 
messages, yet many people now know more small details about one another. As long as the personal 
pages are regularly (m. _______________), it's easy to share photos or hear about kids, 
(n. _______________), and other important news. 
 
People "talk" with one another more frequently, but they rarely meet in person. Social networking sites 
(o. _______________) the following question then: Are people becoming social hermits? 
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STEP ONE            
Define: What does "hermit" mean? Can you use it in a sentence? Can you give examples? 
 

STEP TWO            
Word Search: Find the target words (in bold) with their exact match. How long did it take to find all the words? 

superficial proximity loners condolences beg 
newborn interaction updated nonexistent demographic 

 
N L U L A I C I F R E P U S N 
F R G F K D W S M R T C P R O 
L F O Z V E R A N N Q R D H I 
K O V B N S K E E O O U E O T 
S Z N N W T S T Q X I Y T G C 
O E R E Z E S R I W Y L A R A 
U O C I R I N M K W L C D A R 
B H U N X E I M R M R P P P E 
T A X E E T O B G W X G U H T 
D K N R Y L V E W C H G J I N 
O O E D E M O G R A P H I C I 
N B U Y N C B D F Z F M R D I 
T N E T S I X E N F T P X E V 
L O N E R S C I Q O G M I M D 
D N H Q Y M J M H B C B K O V 

 
 

STEP THREE            
Fill in the Blanks: Fill in the blank with the correct word. Use a dictionary for any words you don't know, but be 
sure to check your English-English dictionary, too. 

superficial proximity loners condolences beg 
newborn interaction updated nonexistent demographic 
a. Do social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter encourage social (             )? 
b. Or do these sites encourage people to become (             )? 
c. People who are over twenty-five are the largest growing (             ) of users. 
d. Social networking sites allow users to keep in contact with "(             ) friends." 
e. We may send these people birthday cards, or call with congratulations of a wedding or a (             ). 
f. We may express (             ) of a death in the family. 
g. Face to face contact, however, is largely (             ). 
h. The contact may be (             ) and achieved through emails and instant messages. 
i. As long as the personal pages are regularly (             ), it's easy to share photos or hear about kids. 
j. Social networking sites (             ) the following question then: Are people becoming social hermits? 
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STEP FOUR            
The Article: 1) Read the article, but don't worry about the missing words. 2) Fill in the blanks with today's 
vocabulary, followed by all the other words. 3) Read the article again, and circle any unknown words/phrases. In 
pairs/groups, use your dictionaries to understand the words or phrases your circled. 4) Answer the questions to 
check your comprehension. 

a. What two questions does the article initially ask? 
b. According to the article, who is the largest growing demographic of users? 
c. According to the article, who are "proximity friends?" 
d. Because of networking sites, why is it easier to know about people, especially small details? 
e. Why are there quotation marks around "talk" in the last paragraph? 

 

STEP FIVE            
Discuss: Write down five vocabulary words from today's article that you want to use. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  

e.  

 
Now talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Every time you use a vocabulary word, place a check 
next to it. 

a. What was your general impression after reading this article 
b. Have you (or do you) use social networking sites? If yes, talk about the minuses. 
c. What is a social hermit? What images or ideas does this phrase raise? 
d. If there were no sites like Facebook or MySpace, would people once again regularly meet face to face? 

 
Score yourself: 
10 or more times:  Fantastic!  Be sure to review the words at home. 
6-9 times:  Pretty good! You're on your way to acquiring today's vocabulary. Try writing your own 
 sentences at home for additional practice. 
5 or less times:  Try harder next time! To acquire new vocabulary, you need to use the new words as much 
 as possible. 
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