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the ARTICLE (for teachers)            
 

Unmarried Households the Norm 
For the first time in US history, traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most households. Marriage 
isn't dead, but data released in August indicated that more than half of American family households weren't 
married. That figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the total, is a sharp drop from six years ago. Married 
couples made up 52 percent of the 105.5 million households back then. 
 
Single women headed more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single men. Most interesting, 
or alarming, depending on your point of view, were the large number of "non-family households." This term 
mostly refers to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of formal wedlock. 
 
The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national politics with its 
emphasis on family values. In the short term, however, it indicates the failed efforts of conservatives, despite 
their push for traditional marriage and families.  
 
Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, suggested that short-term relationships 
and unmarried couples living together would dominate American life for years to come. As a result, people will 
find themselves more alone than ever before. Both parents will be working, so there will be fewer siblings, 
cousins, aunts, and uncles. America will move towards a much more individualistic society. 
 
"Change is in the air," he said. "The only question is whether it is catastrophic or just evolutionary." 
 
 
 

Teacher's Notes: 

 
* Underlined words in red typeface are the recommended vocabulary for this lesson.
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WARM-UPS                

Select one or all of the following warm-up activities. 
 
1: Define: What does "household" mean? Can you use it in a sentence? Can you give examples? 
 
2: Brainstorm: Brainstorm with a partner(s) words and ideas associated with "household" for 2 minutes. Spend 
another 5 minutes or less discussing the words and ideas together. 
 
3: Title: Speculate and/or discuss the contents of today's article from its title: "Unmarried Households the 
Norm." 
 
4: Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

a. Marriage has been an important part of society, is important now, and will be important in the future. 
b. Marriage is old fashioned. To be single and to have short-term relationships is best. 
c. There is little reason to get married if a couple is already living together. 
d. Children need to have contact with their extended family of cousins, aunts, uncles, etc. 
e. It's wrong, disgusting, and/or sinful for an unmarried couple to live together. 

 
5: Dilemma: Your son/daughter never wants to get married because it will take away their freedom. Instead, 
he/she prefers to live with a partner out of wedlock. 

a. Would you agree with the decision?  
b. Would you demand that they get married? 
c. Would you be happy that he/she found someone, and not care if they don't get married? 
d. Would you think that your child is living in sin, and be disappointed with his/her decision? 
e. Would you be worried about any grandchildren that were eventually born? 

 
Why? 
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VOCABULARY                
Select one of the following vocabulary acquisition activities. 
 
1: Vocabulary match: Individually or in pairs/groups, match the words in column A (from the article) with the 
best choice in column B. 

a. household q. lead 
b. indicate r. say 
c. head s. family 
d. wedlock t. organize 
e. emphasis u. selfish 
f. despite v. terrible 
g. suggest w. point out 
h. dominate x. control 
i. individualistic y. marriage  
j. catastrophic z. although 

 
2:  Fill in the Blanks: Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

despite catastrophic dominate headed individualistic 
households wedlock indicated suggested emphasis 
a. Traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most (             ). 
b. Data released in August (             ) that more than half of American family households weren't married 
c. Single women (             ) more than 14 million households. 
d. "Non-family households" refers to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of (             ). 
e. The marriage shift could mark changes, such as on national politics with its (             ) on family values. 
f. It indicates the failed efforts of conservatives, (             ) their push for traditional marriage and families. 
g. Douglas Beshavor (             ) that unmarried couples living together would be a part of America. 
h. Unmarried couples living together may (             ) American life for years to come 
i. America will move towards a much more (             ) society. 
j. Is the change (             ) or just evolutionary? 

 
3: Define: Define each word, correctly pronounce it, explain the meaning and/or usage, and offer an example 
sentence to the class. 

a. household c. head e. emphasis g. suggest i. individualistic 
b. indicate d. wedlock f. despite h. dominate j. catastrophic 
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WORD RECOGNITION              
1: Word Search: Find the target words (in bold). Time yourself, and see how many words you can find in three 
minutes. In five minutes. In ten minutes. 

despite catastrophic dominate headed individualistic 
households wedlock indicated suggested emphasis 

 
E R C E B C S T M H X C T Q N 
T Q I N V T R H X X K S G Y E 
I F H S I S A H P M E K T B S 
P P P K I N D I C A T E D D N 
S W O S F X M W Z L L D L O G 
E S R U N U I M X C O O K L H 
D A T G E G Z Y V M H C E U B 
A E S G I Y D W I E O K L Q R 
H D A E W K C N S L X C A N A 
C I T S I L A U D I V I D N I 
X Q A T W T O E H E A D E D X 
S S C E E H W B Z R U J W R Y 
W R Q D C M W G C G S R G R Z 
Q F L V U X L Y F R Z U K C D 
M D L M O A X C A W S T Z R V 

 
 
2: Target Word Pool: Find the target words (in bold) with their exact match. Time yourself, and see how many 
words you can find in three minutes. In five minutes. In ten minutes. 

despite catastrophic dominate headed individualistic 
households wedlock indicated suggested emphasis 

 
 

 
 
 

despite 

desperate 

spite 
divide 

despise 
households 

household 

householder 

housefly 

houseboat 

catastrophic 

catastrophe 

catatonic 

catastrophes 

catastrophically 

wedlock 

wedding 

weeklong 

wedgie 

webzine 

dominate 

dominated 

dominating 

dominoes 

donate 
indicated 

indicate 

indicative 

implicate 

indicating 
headed 

head 

heading 

headlong 

bedded 

suggested 

suggesting 

suggests 
suggest 

spinster 
individualistic 

individual 

individuals 
ritualistic 

individualize 

emphasis emphasize 

emphasized 

emphatic 

empathize 
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pre- or post-COMPREHENSION          
1: Word Association: Brainstorm words associated with today's topic for two minutes. Present to the class. 
 
2: Brainstorm Questions: Brainstorm questions that you would like to ask about today's topic. Answer the 
questions without looking at the article. 
 
3: True or False?: Guess (before the article) or answer (after the article) whether the sentence is true or false. 
If false, correct the sentence. 

a. There are more unmarried households in America than married households now. T / F 
b. "Non-family households" refers to gay or heterosexual couples who live together. T / F 
c. The shift towards unmarried households won't have much effect on American life. T / F 
d. The policies of conservatives have been largely useless. T / F 
e. Family will play a less important part in American's lives in the future. T / F 

 
4: Questions: Answer the questions to check comprehension. 

a. According to the article, what has happened for the first time in America? 
b. Why are "non-family households" interesting or alarming? 
c. What have conservatives been emphasizing? 
d. Why will people find themselves more isolated in the future? 
e. Why might the change be catastrophic? evolutionary? 

 
5: Vocabulary: In pairs/groups, remember how the words were used in today's article. 

a. households c. headed e. emphasis g. suggested i. individualistic 
b. indicated d. wedlock f. despite h. dominate j. catastrophic 

 
6: Fragments: Remember how the fragments were used, and complete the sentence from today's article. 

a. Married couples made up 52 percent of... 
b. The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to... 
c. As a result, people will find themselves... 
d. Both parents will be working, so there will be... 
e. The only question is whether... 
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post-COMPREHENSION             
1: Vocabulary: Circle any additional unknown words/phrases in the article. In pairs/groups, use your 
dictionaries to understand the meanings. Present to the class. 
 
2: Class Questions: Read through the article once more, and write down any questions that you would like to 
discuss in pairs/groups or as a class. Discuss. 
 
3: Summarize: Work with a partner to summarize the article in your own words. 
 
4: Discuss (part I): Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Remember to support your answers! 

a. Did you like this article? 
b. What was your general impression after reading this article? 
c. Do you think the drop in marriage rates is a temporary trend in America, or is it here to stay? Why? 
d. What are the marriage rates in you r country? Are more or less people getting married? Why? 
e. How many people do you know are unhappily married? What advice would you give them? 
f. Why do you think less people are getting married in America? 
g. Do you think marriage rates all over the world will eventually go down? Why/not? 
h. What do you think will happen if there are more unmarried people? 
i. Why do you think the policies of conservatives haven't changed the trend? 
j. Would you recommend to young people nowadays to live together before marriage? Why/not? 

 
5: Discuss (part II): Marriage rates are dropping!! Form an action committee in groups to discuss what can be 
done to "STOP THE DROP!" 

What can you do at the local level?  

What can you do at the municipal level?  

What can you do at the national level?  

 
6: Google Search: Type "unmarried households" into Google news and read additional articles on this topic. 
Discuss or write an essay about your findings. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (the article)       
 

Unmarried Households the Norm 
For the first time in US history, traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most households. Marriage 
isn't dead, but data released in August indicated that more than half of American family households weren't 
married. That figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the total, is a sharp drop from six years ago. Married 
couples made up 52 percent of the 105.5 million households back then. 
 
Single women headed more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single men. Most interesting, 
or alarming, depending on your point of view, were the large number of "non-family households." This term 
mostly refers to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of formal wedlock. 
 
The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national politics with its 
emphasis on family values. In the short term, however, it indicates the failed efforts of conservatives, despite 
their push for traditional marriage and families.  
 
Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, suggested that short-term relationships 
and unmarried couples living together would dominate American life for years to come. As a result, people will 
find themselves more alone than ever before. Both parents will be working, so there will be fewer siblings, 
cousins, aunts, and uncles. America will move towards a much more individualistic society. 
 
"Change is in the air," he said. "The only question is whether it is catastrophic or just evolutionary." 
 
 

Notes: 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (fill in the blank)          
Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

history headed catastrophic siblings sponsored 
despite politics short wedlock couples 
individualistic dominate indicated emphasis households 
Unmarried Households the Norm 
For the first time in US (a. _______________), traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most 
(b. _______________). Marriage isn't dead, but data released in August (c. _______________) that more 
than half of American family households weren't married. That figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the 
total, is a sharp drop from six years ago. Married couples made up 52 percent of the 105.5 million 
households back then. 
 
Single women (d. _______________) more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single 
men. Most interesting, or alarming, depending on your point of view, were the large number of "non-family 
households." This term mostly refers to gay or heterosexual (e. _______________) living together out of 
formal (f. _______________). 
 
The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national 
(g. _______________) with its (h. _______________) on family values. In the short term, however, it 
indicates the failed efforts of conservatives, (i. _______________) their push for traditional marriage and 
families. 
 
Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, (j. _______________) that 
(k. _______________)-term relationships and unmarried couples living together would 
(l. _______________) American life for years to come. As a result, people will find themselves more alone 
than ever before. Both parents will be working, so there will be fewer (m. _______________), cousins, 
aunts, and uncles. America will move towards a much more (n. _______________) society. 
 
"Change is in the air," he said. "The only question is whether it is (o. _______________) or just 
evolutionary." 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (extended listening)          
Listen and fill in the missing sentences. Compare your answers with a partner, and 

then listen once more. 
 

Unmarried Households the Norm 
For the first time in US history, a) _____________________________________________________. Marriage 
isn't dead, but data released in August indicated that more than half of American family households weren't 
married. That figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the total, is a sharp drop from six years ago. Married 
couples made up 52 percent of the 105.5 million households back then. 
 
Single women headed more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single men. Most interesting, 
or alarming, depending on your point of view, b) __________________________________________________. 
This term mostly refers to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of formal wedlock. 
 
The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national politics with its 
emphasis on family values. In the short term, however, c) ___________________________________________ 
__________, despite their push in the past five years for traditional marriage and families. 
 
Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, suggested that short-term relationships 
and unmarried couples living together d) _____________________________________________________. As 
a result, people will find themselves more alone than ever before. Both parents will be working, so there will be 
fewer siblings, cousins, aunts, and uncles. America will move towards a much more individualistic society. 
 
"Change is in the air," he said. "The only question e) ______________________________________________ 
_____." 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (notes)             
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ANSWER KEY                
 
Vocabulary 
1. Vocabulary Match: 2. Fill in the Blanks: 

a. households f. despite 

b. indicated g. suggested 

c. headed h. dominate 

d. wedlock i. individualistic 

e. emphasis j. catastrophic 
 

pre- or post-Comprehension 
1. True or False: 2. Fragments: 

 
 
Student Handout  
1. Fill in the Blanks 

a. history i. despite 

b. households j. suggested 

c. indicated k. short 

d. headed l. dominate 

e. couples m. siblings 

f. wedlock n. individualistic 
g. politics o. catastrophic 
h. emphasis   

 
2. Extended Listening 

a. traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most households. 

b. were the large number of "non-family households. 

c. it indicates the failed efforts of conservatives, 

d. would dominate American life for years to come. 

e. is whether it is catastrophic or just evolutionary. 

 

a. s f. z 

b. w g. t 

c. q h. x 

d. y i. u 

e. r j. v 

a. T 

b. T 

c. F 

d. T 

e. T 

a. the 105.5 million households back then. 

b. national politics with its emphasis on family values. 

c. more alone than ever before. 

d. fewer siblings, cousins, aunts, and uncles. 

e. it is catastrophic or just evolutionary. 
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